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Queens College president named first Latino CUNY chancellor

COURTESY OF CUNY

CUNY officials appointed the university system’s first Latino chancellor on Feb. 13, announcing that Queens College President Félix V. Matos Rodríguez will fill the role of CUNY’s eighth chancellor on May 1, 2019.
BY SHEIK FLORADEWAN

NEWS EDITOR

CUNY officials appointed the university system’s first Latino chancellor on Feb. 13, announcing that Queens College President Félix V. Matos Rodríguez will fill the role. Matos Rodríguez will officially fill the role of CUNY’s eighth chancellor on May 1, 2019, as the first minority educator to ever hold the office.
As president of Queens College, Matos Rodríguez has drawn national attention for elevating the school’s ranking in the college social-mobility category, among other achievements.
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Baruch begins spring athletic season

Amazon and HBO among ‘Dirty Dozen’ companies
BY BENJAMIN WALLIN

ARTS AND STYLE EDITOR

The Washington, D.C.-based advocacy group, the National Center on Sexual Exploitation, released its seventh annual “Dirty Dozen” list on Feb. 11, which pointed at and accused 12 organizations, including the state of
Nevada, of perpetuating sexual exploitation.
For NCOSE, sexual exploitation includes “sex trafficking, prostitution, sexual objectification, sexual violence
and/or pornography,” as stated by Haley Halverson, vice president of advocacy and outreach in a release.
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Virtual tours
can't beat IRL

The Grammy Awards disappoints

D
As the spring semester goes into full swing, Baruch College’s spring
athletics season has also commenced. Men’s volleyball has already begun its regular season games, while baseball, softball and tennis are still
weeks away from their first matchups.
The men’s volleyball team is 10 games into its 2019 season and sits at
a record of 3-7.

ue to the many advancements in technology,
proactive students can
now start their college tour with
a the simple click of the mouse
a button.
Virtual college tours have
taken over., and now CUNY
has done it, too. As seen on the
CUNY admissions website, immediately displayed is a wonderful array of photographs of
all of the CUNY colleges. The
photos illustrate the magnificent buildings with the right
lighting.
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Read more about who won big at these year's Grammy Awards on page 9.
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Students enjoy 'Winter Carnival: Affair of the Heart' on Valentine's Day

FEBA GEORGE | THE TICKER
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Baruch's annnual Winter Carnival was hosted on Feb. 14 by the Office of Student Life
in the gym. Students who attended the event were able to enjoy multiple activities,
including a blow-up bouncy slide. In addition, there was a "make-a-bear" station,
where attendees could stuff and dress their own teddy bears. Refreshments, such as
candy and Valentine's Day-themed donuts, were available throughout the event.
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Queens College president named
the first Latino chancellor of CUNY

BY SHEIK FLORADEWAN

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
“This would be an extraordinary opportunity for anyone who
is passionate about the role CUNY
plays in the lifeblood of the world’s
greatest and most important city,”
Matos Rodríguez, who has served
as Queens College’s president
since 2014, said.
“For me, this appointment is
particularly special because CUNY
is home. I am immensely proud to
have risen through the University’s
ranks and am deeply honored to
now have the opportunity to lead
an institution I love and treasure.
I will strive every day that I am
Chancellor to fulfill the promise
of our noble mission to afford academic excellence and economic
opportunity to all. And I will endeavor to elevate to new heights
CUNY’s legacy as the paradigm of
a people’s University.”
Matos Rodríguez also pushed
to increase diversity at Queens
College, by way of his Presidential Hiring Initiative. Overall, 48
percent of faculty and half of the
current members of the college’s
cabinet are people of color from
underrepresented groups.
From 2009 to 2014, Matos Rodríguez served as president of
Hostos Community College.
Prior to that, as a professor,
Rodríguez taught at Northeastern
University, Boston College, Hunter
College and at the Universidad Interamericana de Puerto Rico, Recinto Metropolitano.
As president of Hostos, Matos
Rodríguez gained acclaim for engineering a double-digit increase
in the school’s retention rate, leading the college to become a finalist for the prestigious Aspen Best
Community College prize in 2015,

Students discuss love,
life and black identity
NEWS EDITOR

COURTESY OF CUNY

Félix V. Matos Rodríguez, pictured above, will be the eighth CUNY chancellor.
according to CUNY.
“I can’t think of anyone better
equipped than Félix V. Matos Rodríguez to head The City University
of New York. Félix is one of the few
higher-education leaders who has
been a president of both a community college and a four-year
university,” Ted Mitchell, president of the American Council on
Education, said.
A 14-member search committee of CUNY trustees, college
presidents, faculty, students and

civic leaders led the search for
the chancellor. Chair of the CUNY
Board of Trustees and leader of
the Chancellor Search Committee
William C. Thompson Jr., said Matos Rodríguez “embodies CUNY’s
mission-driven spirit.”
Matos Rodríguez’s appointment comes just over a year after
current CUNY Chancellor James
B. Milliken announced that he
would be stepping down from his
position due to a battle with throat
cancer.

As part of the Black History Month events and with the
spirit of Valentine’s Day that just
passed, Baruch College’s Office
of Student Life hosted a discussion called “What's Color Got to
Do with It?: A Commemoration of
Black Love,” on Feb. 11.
The discussion was led by
speakers Anzala Alozie and Dr. Ali
Al-Mansour, both of whom came
back to Baruch after speaking in
last year’s Black History Month
events. Alozie is the executive
director of Albany’s YMCA and
Youth Development. Al-Mansour
is a published author and an educator.
Alozie and Al-Mansour began
the discussion by explaining what
divine masculinity and divine
femininity were. They explained
that these are forces of energy
we all have within us as a collective consciousness, like yin and
yang. This sparked a conversation
between the students as they determined which energy they possessed more of.
Students were then broken
into two groups: divine masculinity and divine femininity, and
placed with the energy they resonated most with. Both groups
consisted of girls and guys in
which they questioned one another about intimacy and how
color plays a role in such relationships.
A recurring topic was the societal expectations and duties of
a man and woman in a relationship.
While some of the girls were
quick to point at men for not being loyal, the guys expressed, “We

do not feel respected as black
men from our own women.”
“I feel like, how we’re referencing to black love, there’s a
dysfunction there between black
people. We don’t talk to each other like we like each other and I feel
there should be more love there,”
said junior Cameron Bryan.
Alozie responded by saying,
“This is a critical part of our conversation. Understanding our history, understanding social context, and it’s true — we all nodded our heads, black men don’t
feel respected and many black
women feel like, ‘Why the hell do
I need to respect them?’”
One student explained her
reality with her father was everything she does not want in a man
and because of that it is harder to
trust other black men that come
into her life. “They can say whatever to convince you but that’s the
thing, black men don’t realize the
power they have over black women,” said junior Fatou Dukuray.
The conversation then segued
into how both black men and
women have to work together to
resolve this issue.
“Black love means everything
for me. As a black man in America, it is my responsibility to do
what I can to promote black love
and associate it with positivity
for myself and my people,” said
freshman Christopher Molines.
Alozie emphasized that to her
black love “is self-love connected
to source and shared with another to create positive impact.”
Al-Mansour
advised
students to keep having such conversations with peers and to “be
knowledgeable, be informed and
be Baruch! Black love is inclusive
of all colors in love.”
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Why don't Zicklin and Marxe
have an ad hoc program?

A

multidisciplinary approach is essential for success. The mastery
of subjects outside of one’s declared major sets students apart
when seeking employment opportunities and enables them to
come up with more creative solutions for business issues.
However, current Zicklin School of Business majors are limited in
opportunities to adopt this into their business education. While students in the Weissman School of Arts and Sciences are able to create
their own ad hoc major, Zicklin and Marxe School of Public and International Affairs students are not able to.
With so many prerequisites required for Zicklin majors and some
even required for minors, students are often left with electives alone
as avenues to pursue off-track topics that can be extremely valuable to
their holistic education. Electives and additional courses can be difficult to fit into a four-year, “on-time” class schedule when so much time
must be devoted to pursuing their major courses.
For this reason, it makes sense for students wishing to gain knowledge in a wide variety of areas to incorporate a wide variety of coursework into their major rather than relegate classes not necessarily majorspecific to minors or electives.
Due to limitations in the ad hoc program, such consolidations cannot be completed.
In addition to hindering the ability to pursue a truly holistic curriculum, the inability for Zicklin students to create ad hoc majors also
obstructs their ability to pursue a highly focused one. A student who
wishes to study the business side of a specific field should be able to
study that field with greater intensity than a minor can offer.
By better balancing business coursework with potential industry
coursework, Zicklin and SPIA students can become familiar with that
area in ways other students can’t.
The current conditions for Weissman students pursuing an ad hoc
major do not allow for them to balance a business curriculum and a
liberal arts curriculum since Weissman ad hoc students can take only
nine credits worth of Zicklin courses. In addition, the Zicklin courses ad
hoc students can take are a very limited selection of the Zicklin courses
available at Baruch.
To enable a more creative approach and to retain Baruch’s status as
a forward-thinking institution preparing students for the future, Zicklin
and SPIA should create an ad hoc program of their own.

Dating apps need stricter age limits

I

n a world in which most people have either heard of or tried an online dating service or app, it is important to consider user safety and
security policies, especially for minors. Dating services are now under scrutiny by the U.K. government after police looked at more than
30 cases of child rape since 2015 related to the apps. Sixty other cases
of different sexual offenses done to children were also investigated, as
reported by The Guardian.
Popular dating apps such as Tinder, Bumble and Grindr are meant
to be for people ages 18 and over, yet many minors are still able to make
accounts without much trouble. Online predators that target underage
people do exist, but minors have also been lied to about their age, with
their profiles showing that they are older than they really are.
Certain apps choose to either allow people to take a photo of themselves to prove who they really are or connect with a Facebook account
in order to be verified. However, this does not weed out minors, who
may have a fake age set on their Facebook accounts and who may look
older than they really are.
The best way to verify one’s identity and age is if these apps asked for
users to upload a driver’s license or government ID to the app, which
would have their name and date of birth on them. Since so much of
these sites are about strangers meeting strangers, some simple background checks should be done as well to ensure the safety of all.

KEVIN VALDEZ | THE TICKER

Trump's calls for bipartisanship
ring false as he riles up his fan base

P

resident Donald Trump’s
annual State of the Union
speech actually occurring is
an accomplishment itself. On Feb.
5, Trump delivered the third-longest SOTU address to an impressive
46.8 million viewers.
Originally scheduled for Jan.
29, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
postponed the speech as a result of
the government shutdown, which
ended less than two weeks prior to
the speech.
The supposedly unifying SOTU
began admittedly well with no
name-calling, a polite disposition
and a bipartisan tone. Trump’s
pleas to “break decades of political stalemate” and “bridge all divisions” implied togetherness, a goal
desperately needed following the
longest partisan government shutdown, which he chose not to mention.
Trump’s calming words and historical references to D-Day and the
space race, complete with World
War II veterans and astronaut Buzz
Aldrin showing up as guests, showcased the patriotic sentiment characteristic of his predecessors. Was
this even the brash Trump speaking, or a civil Trump 2.0 clone?
Surely the latter.
Trump 2.0 asserted that his administration’s creation of “5.3 million new jobs” helped the United
States become “the hottest economy.” However, The New York Times
reported 4.9 million jobs were add-

ed, while the American economy
grew at 3.5 percent, far from the
largest growth rate but greater than
previous years, as stated in Trading Economics. Therefore, Trump’s
claim is adequately acceptable.
Although Trump and Republicans never fully repealed former
President Barack Obama’s Affordable Care Act, Trump framing the
removal of the individual mandate penalty as a victory is critical
among his fan base going into the
2020 presidential elections.
Following “USA” chants from
both parties, the real Trump came
out and quickly killed the vibe,
claiming that “ridiculous partisan
investigations” undermine economic growth. The president mentioning Special Counsel Robert
Mueller’s investigation questioned
Democratic oversight powers,
eroding Trump’s earlier calls for bipartisanship.
While Trump did not say building the wall warrants a national
emergency, he provided the foundation for its urgency using the
usual “large, organized caravans
are on the march” and “criminal illegal aliens” are murdering Americans as arguments.
Funny how he never mentions
that undocumented immigrants
were employed at his own golf club
in Westchester County, New York,
but states that “tolerance for illegal
immigration” is “cruel.” Trump’s
refusal to back down in the ironic

name of bipartisanship will lead to
another shutdown.
Since the Islamic State group
controls less territory, Trump plans
to “reduce our troop presence” in
Syria and Afghanistan. Yet claiming
undue credit for an Obama policy
continuation is not without its
faults. While ISIS' quest for a state is
temporarily thwarted, its organization and ideas may continue, especially if there is less of an American
presence in these territories. Withdrawing troops may not be the best
course of action.
Trump’s ineffective diplomacy
will continue during his second
summit with Kim Jong Un later
this month. He even declared during the speech that if he were not
president, America would “be in a
major war with North Korea.” The
arrogant statement does not acknowledge South Korea’s role in
easing hostilities nor North Korea’s
still-operational missile bases.
SOTU stood for “State of
Trump’s Union” as he riddled divisive language throughout a faux
bipartisanship speech that repetitively tooted his own horn, not the
country’s.
Trump should stop appealing
solely to his fan base, and encourage compromise among party lines
through good faith actions, not
contentious words.
-Pabvitraa Ramcharan
Political Science ‘21

Virtual college tours can't beat real deal
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
On the Baruch College Undergraduate Admissions website,
different tabs allow students to
watch virtual tours led by real-life
students. A video starts with the
skyline of Manhattan, and then a
student leads a tour of the Newman Vertical Campus. With such
ease and accessibility online, who
would need physical tours of any
CUNY college? Wouldn’t that be a
waste of time?
Online, the viewer is in the driver’s seat from the comfort of their
own home with these virtual tours.
For example, by clicking on
the website, there are categories

Ultimately, these college
websites lack the real and
true identity of the schools.

students can pick from to explore
the buildings through videos: excel, live & play, learn & grow, and
get support.
Though it may seem great to
have these virtual tours, students
interested in the school should still
make an effort to visit the school in
person.
This allows students to immerse
themselves in the environment
before starting their journey at the
college they are interested in.
As most people know, social
media is filled with photos and videos that often filter out what is real.
Schools will always put their best
images on social media to reflect
their good qualities.
Even if CUNY schools look stunning online, students should not
rely heavily on these photos and
videos because the Baruch virtual
tours do not show, for example,
the 23rd Street building, which has
broken elevators and noisy construction going on.
Without knowing these traits,

students might feel as if the virtual
college tours inaccurately represent the school’s identity. Ultimately, these college websites lack the
real and true identity of the schools.
CUNY college tours should still
be made available for students.
These college tours give students
a real feel in comparison to virtual
tours. Students gain an idea of the
commute to the college and with
the physical tour, students can see
for themselves how the school actually is.
By going on a physical tour, students can hear honest opinions
about experiences from current
college students and seek advice
and information from the admissions office.
All in all, social media has always shown us the better version
of ourselves, so it would be obvious
that colleges would put their best
foot forward online.
-Alison Lui
Accounting ‘22

FEBRUARY 19, 2019

THE TICKER OPINIONS I PAGE 5

Wake up, Bearcats: Real Cold as ICE: 21 Savage memes allude
change starts with you to a deeper issue across the internet
THE USG REPORT

EMMA JORGENSEN

I

know as a Baruch College student, it is difficult to wake up
early and sacrifice your days
off, but as active members of this
community, we need to enact
change. We have been faced with
some pushback from students recently due to “bystanderism.”
Baruch College’s Undergraduate Student Government has been
working to promote the importance of the Albany lobbying trips
and funding of the 17 Lex building. USG has been writing letters
to legislators for more funding
for our 17 Lex building, but there
is now a greater emphasis on Albany.
This can be credited to our new
VP of Legislative Affairs, Navjot
Kaur. She has really inspired the
table, e-board and myself personally to advocate for what Baruch
students need.
Bystanderism has been shown
through pushback against advocacy — Baruch students expect
others to be the only ones putting
in the effort to make a change.
Bystanderism occurs when someone sees an issue and decides to
remain passive. This allows them
to lift the burden from their shoulders, assuming that someone else
will correct the issue at hand. This
is not unique to Baruch; much of

New York is like this as well. One
example near and dear to me is
when I saw a blind man crossing
the street, and he started crossing
at the wrong time. Although there
were others at the crosswalk, nobody ran out to help him. I ended
up running into the road to lead
him away from the traffic and
walked him to where he wanted
to go.
This mindset New Yorkers have
is applied to the response over
Albany. When asking others to attend the Higher Education Action
day in Albany on Feb. 12, students
were not willing to attend, even
though the issues were relevant
to them.
Change, such as our tuition
hike freezes, has happened in the
past due to the volume of people
who were there to advocate for it.
Bystanderism counteracts change.
This diffusion of responsibility is
why Baruch has not had an impact
in Albany for the past three years.
If all 18,000 Baruch students
showed up, it'd be hard to imagine
that New York state would ignore
the issue at hand — especially
since we are renovating our building to fit legal Americans with Disabilities Act standards.
In USG, we are not at 100 percent attendance ourselves, but
thanks to this common goal, our
new VP of Legislative Affairs and
our understanding about strength
in numbers, there is more prevalence in our meetings about advocating for student’s rights.
Emma Jorgensen is the executive
vice president of USG. She can be
reached at emma.jorgensen@usgbaruch.com. Her office is located
at 3-276 in the Newman Vertical
Campus.

We deserve to know more
about medical mistakes

T

he death of 4-year-old
Ashanti Grinage in Texas
that resulted from a misdiagnosis calls for a change policy.
Doctors reportedly mistook her flu
symptoms for a cold and she died
of pneumonia on Jan. 31, The New
York Post reported.
Along with misdiagnosis,
missed warning signs, early discharge, medication overdoses —
and underdoses — have proven to
be equally as deadly.
This isn’t to say that our doctors
are failing at their jobs, but that
the health care system around us
is faulty.
Largely unrecognized, misdiagnosis is the third-leading cause
of death after cancer and heart
disease, according to CNBC. Most
people are unaware of this information because it is not reported
by the National Center for Health
Statistics.
CNBC also states that figures
fall between 250,000 to 440,000
deaths per year due to hospital errors.
Numbers may be even higher,
but according to Martin Makary,
M.D., M.P.H., professor of surgery
at the Johns Hopkins University
School of Medicine, “Incidence
rates for deaths directly attributable to medical care gone awry
haven’t been recognized in any
standardized method for collecting national statistics,” as stated in
Johns Hopkins Medicine.
This is because there isn’t an
option to mention medical discrepancies in death certificates, so
researchers have to do their own
independent studies on the topic.
Without proper figures being
reported, this problem will not get
the appropriate funding needed in
order to address the devastating

consequence — death.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention generally reports the United States' top-10
causes of death in order to secure
funding on those leading causes of
mortality. But with medical errors
not on the list, how can we expect
the public to demand change?
The Emily Jerry Foundation
recognizes medical malpractice
as a leading problem. This group
aims to educate the public about
the prevalence of human error
within the medical field and enforce legislation to reaffirm “strict
controls in professional training,
education, and testing.”
The story outlined on the foundation website is a testament to
why the public should not remain
silent. Emily Jerry was enduring
her last round of chemotherapy
in Ohio. Ironically, Emily was declared cancer-free, but her parents
followed through her last appointment as a precautionary measure.
After being given a fatal dose,
she became limp and shortly after
was pronounced brain-dead. The
pharmacy technician responsible
claimed to not have known that
the dose would kill her, according to the organization's website,
prompting her father to ask, “How
can a person who works in a pharmacy and compounds medications daily not know that?”
But cases in which individual
health administrators are held liable only discourage other hospitals and staff to report such errors.
So change must first begin by informing the public on the frequency of medical mistakes so that a
proper solution can be devised.
-Geraldine Taveras
Journalism ‘21

Backlash following a 21 Savage meme demonstrates that people need to educate rather than hate.

W

ords have consequences
— especially when posted online.
However, with increased social
media usage, this statement is lost
in translation.
Words or memes posted online
that are taken out of context can
make the user out to be a villain.
Social media has helped breed
a culture of hate, in which a post
can be used to garner negativity
from thousands of users.
Though some posts demand
attention due to their inconsistent
facts or problematic nature, posts
sometimes receive backlash for no
reason at all.
One recent example involves
singer Demi Lovato and rapper Shéyaa Bin Abraham-Joseph,
known better by his stage name, 21
Savage.
Savage is actually from Britain
but came to the United States in
2005. His non-immigrant visa expired in July 2006, and as a result,
he was pursued by federal officials.
This came as a surprise to both fans
and the general public because his
music was so focused on his experiences in Atlanta, CNN reported.
On Feb. 3, he was arrested by the
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
When the news broke, Twitter users discussed and shared
memes about him.
This included Lovato, who
tweeted that the memes about Savage’s ICE arrest were her “favorite
part of the Super Bowl.”
This did not sit well with certain
people. One Twitter user stated
that Lovato was “tone-deaf” regarding the ICE situation. Others
began to take a more personal,

targeted approach, dissecting her
substance and drug abuse from
years past.
Despite defending herself, people simply did not care and ended
up continuously dragging her
through the mud. This led to Lovato deleting her Twitter account,
according to CNN.
People were offended about Lovato’s tweets and even went as far
as to talk about her past with addiction and overdose. It is disgusting how hypocritical others act.
But this goes far beyond Lovato
and Savage.
People are just randomly calling out others and cracking jokes at
their expense. While at face value,
this doesn’t mean much, the consequences our society faces are apparent.
It’s not the memes that are the
problem — it’s the people who
create and post them. Particularly
those who intentionally try to hurt
others. Lovato’s actions were not
intentional, but rather were just a
miscommunicated joke.
Some people simply do not
care about correcting behavior that
they deem “toxic” — they just attack rather than educate. The only
thing they care about is riding on
the initial outrage and then leaving
the topic to dispel into the quick
news cycle. No activism is happening, and it just leaves everyone disgruntled with the outcome.
No one does their research anymore; they just read the headlines
that are circulating and base their
reactions on that, with no regard as
to what is the truth.
So really, anyone can attack someone based on pure assumption and information that

People are just randomly
calling out others and
cracking jokes at their
expense. While at face value,
this doesn't mean much, the
consequences our society
faces are apparent. It's not
the memes that are the
problem — it's the people
who create and post them.
isn’t even true.
R&B artist R. Kelly's allegations
are a prime example. Initially, after
the exposure of his sexual abuse as
well as the pedophilia, people were
outraged.
Yet, why does he still have
shows and gigs?
It’s because the people who
called him out are suddenly backing off, as it is no longer a hot-button issue. They have moved on to
the next thing.
If anyone wants change to
be enacted, then people need to
do their research. If anyone sees
something problematic, they
should educate the person rather
than call them derogatory names.
Name-calling gets nothing
done. If anything, it enables the
cycle of hate, with no real goal being achieved.
-Amber Sanchez
Accountancy ‘20
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Business
Uber and Lyft fare increases put a strain on the wallets of riders
BY NOAH FLEISCHMAN

BUSINESS EDITOR

Uber and Lyft rates are increasing around New York City due to
NYC driver minimum wage laws
passed by the New York City Taxi
and Limousine Commission as of
Feb. 1.
Keeping with new laws passed
by the New York City Council,
minimum wage is now at $27.86
for drivers before expenses, which
equals $17.22 after expenses and is
on par with the $15 minimum wage
for employees.
In total, drivers are expected
to earn an additional $9,600 per
year.
“Today we brought desperately
needed relief to 80,000 working
families,” said Jim Conigliaro Jr.,
founder of the Independent Drivers Guild in an article published in
The Washington Post.
“All workers deserve the protection of a fair, livable wage and
we are proud to be setting the new
bar for contractor workers’ rights in
America.”
The increase in salary came after
a yearlong campaign by the appbased drivers to get an increase
in wages. The drivers accused the
company of making it difficult for

“Today we brought
desperately needed relief to
80,000 working families.”
– Jim Conigliaro Jr.

them to survive on their salaries.
They could not care for their
family because of the low wages
and incentives that they received.
According to a Taxi & Limousine
Commission survey, drivers were
paid on average $11.90 per hour.
In addition, it costs a driver $425
a week out of pocket to maintain
their vehicle, and as independent
contractors, the drivers receive no
benefits or paid time off.
An increase in salary also means
an increase in fares. Now when
a trip leaves New York, an “Out of
Town Surcharge” will be added.
This surcharge will compensate
drivers for their return trips if they
start in New York City and end up
outside the five boroughs. Also, additional fares will be added to ridesharing.
Uber’s director of public affairs,
Jason Post, said that the company
wants rides to remain affordable.
According to a statement by Uber,
the company “fully support the
spirit of this rule, because it aligns
with one of our core missions: to
connect drivers to the best earnings opportunities. However, we
also want to do right by our riders
and are working hard to ensure that
your ride remains as affordable as
possible.”
Students around Baruch College may have to pay an additional
$2.75 per ride with the new congestion tax, as well as an additional 75
cents for carpooling.
This new industry that prides itself on being cost effective will now
have to pass the cost onto its passengers with no additional benefits
to them.

JESSICA XU | THE TICKER

Ride-sharing was meant to be a cheap alternative to taxis, but it may become more expensive with new wages for drivers.

‘Dirty Dozen’ list exposes top companies
perpetuating mass sexual exploitation
Amazon, Twitter and other major companies were named as normalizers of sexual exploitation.
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Those among the “Dirty Dozen”
were tech companies Amazon, EBSCO — an information service for
libraries — Twitter and Google;
media companies HBO, Roku, Netflix and Steam; spa chain Massage
Envy; United Airlines; the Sports
Illustrated swimsuit issue and the
state of Nevada.
NCOSE generally chided media
companies for the easy accessibility they provided to pornographic materials or the “normalized
sexual exploitation” they cited in
shows like Game of Thrones and
The Deuce. The organization takes
credit for activism that led to the removal of on-demand pornography
from five hotel chains including
Starwood, Hyatt and Hilton.
The “Dirty Dozen” list referred
to unaddressed sexual assault
claims on United Airlines and
in Massage Envy and pointed to
Sports Illustrated’s swimsuit issue
as the “gold medal” winner of sexual objectification.
In a Feb. 11 press conference,
Halverson referred to success
NCOSE had found in removing
Cosmopolitan magazines from
checkout lines at Walmart.
In response to the accusations
laid forth by NCOSE, Massage Envy
provided a statement to The Ticker,
which included in part, “Massage
Envy is committed to promoting
a safe environment for members,
guests and service providers at
each of our 1,200 franchise locations nationwide. We urge anyone
that experiences anything other
than a safe, quality massage to report it immediately to the franchise
location so that it can be investigated.”

At the Feb. 11 press conference,
a woman came forward, stating
that she had been sexually assaulted at a Massage Envy spa.
In its statement to The Ticker,
the chain offered, “We support the
decision of any victim to report
misconduct and it is the policy of
Massage Envy to require its franchisees to supply any guest who claims
to be a victim of sexual misconduct
with the contact information of local law enforcement and the state
board.”
A man was since arrested in
Glastonbury, Connecticut, for sexual assault and disorderly conduct
while under the employment of
Massage Envy, although he no longer works for the organization.
Responding to a request for
comment, EBSCO, in a statement
to The Ticker, said, “EBSCO worked
with NCOSE once it learned it had
been added to the list in 2017. The
goal was to address issues related to
school research content and parental concerns, and help people understand how research databases
work and the content they include.”
NCOSE had included the library
services provider on its latest list for
offering “sexually graphic, non-academic, materials” in elementary,
middle school and high school databases.
EBSCO’s statement spoke to
improvements the service was attempting to make, concluding,
“EBSCO endeavors to provide the
best mainstream content from
leading publishers and to remain
neutral in terms of content while allowing for local controls. It does not
license pornographic content and
strives to address misconceptions
about school databases and school
content as needed.”

The Ticker reached out to all
those listed in the “Dirty Dozen”
list for comment, but only received
responses from those quoted.
NCOSE traces its roots back to
1962 and a continuous trend of attempting to protect communities
from “obscene material” and, later,
sexual exploitation.
The organization’s website describes itself as the “movement to
defend dignity.”
While its materials do not explicitly connect its mission to any
religious mission, its board members include Helene Shepard, the
national regent for the Catholic
Daughters of the Americas; Paul S.
Loverde, bishop emeritus with the
diocese of Arlington, Virginia, and
Jay Dennis, a former pastor.
NCOSE argues that the promotion of sexual exploitation can be
linked to sexual abuse or violence.
The company states that its
“Dirty Dozen” list is not meant to
be just a tool of shaming, but a vehicle for change to reduce sexual
exploitation, in whatever form it
comes.

NCOSE generally chided
media companies for the
easy accessibility they
provided to pornographic
materials or the “normalized
sexual exploitation” they
cited in shows like Game of
Thrones and The Deuce.
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Amazon pulls out of LIC
plans after pushback
BY YELENA DZHANOVA

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

After a surge of intense backlash from New York City politicians
and concerned residents, Amazon
has rethought the decision to open
a second headquarters in Queens.
The critical response arose after
local politicians like House freshman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
drummed up constituent support
when Amazon first announced
its plans back in November. Gov.
Andrew Cuomo and Mayor Bill de
Blasio promised to eliminate significant taxes on the massive company if it chose New York City as its
second home.
Though much demanded, the
pullout still shocked developers
and state officials.
“Amazon’s decision not to
move ahead is a loss for New
York City and especially Queens,”
Queens Economic Development
Corporation Executive Director
Seth Bornstein said.
“Unfortunately, those who advocated against Amazon took a
very short-sighted approach and

did a tremendous disservice to
our community — especially to a
generation of young people, many
from low- and moderate-income
families who stood a chance to be
trained and obtain jobs in the tech
sector.”
With the move, Amazon promised to bring in 25,000 jobs.
Even so, local politicians and
residents were still concerned
about rising property values in the
surrounding Long Island City area
and even longer commute delays
due to the inevitable population
influx.
“They rejected our values of
supporting working people and
were unwilling to work with our
local communities toward a mutually beneficial resolution,” Queens
Borough President Melinda Katz
said in a statement.
“New York has the best tech
work force in the nation, much
of which is here in Queens, so if
Amazon wants to take their jobs
somewhere else with a lesser work
force so they can undercut wages
and workers’ rights, that’s their
choice.”
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Brooklyn breathes a sigh of relief as the L train remains open
BY ESTELLE SAAD

SENIOR STAFF WRITER
The L train, which was supposed
to be shut down for 15 months to be
repaired, will continue to run while
repairs are being made, Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced on Jan. 3.
The shutdown would have resulted
in one of the most major transportation disruptions in New York’s
history.
The new repair plan, which
will utilizes fiber optic cables and
“racking” technology, is projected
to be cheaper. Commuters, however, are skeptical about the abrupt
nature in which the plan arose and
the implications that this new plan
still has.
With 250,000 daily riders, the
L train serves as a main subway
tunnel between Manhattan and
Brooklyn. The original plan required shutting down both of the
tunnel’s tubes in order to repair
damages caused by Hurricane Sandy in 2012.
The new plan, which will take
the same amount of time as the
original, will only require one of the
tubes to be closed on nights and
weekends, with the rest of service
continuing regularly.
Cuomo stated in The New York

Rents in north Brooklyn
have fallen a cumulative 1.5
percent since the shutdown
was first announced in
April of 2016, according to
StreetEasy’s senior economist
Grant Long.

Times that “the L train tunnel was
structurally sound, but that salt
water from the storm damaged its
bench walls, which house important power cables.” Instead of replacing the bench walls, which was
what was initially planned, workers
will now be mounting the cables to
the tunnel wall.
“This system is used in London, Hong Kong and Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia,” according to Cuomo in
the article. The plan includes the
removal and reinforcement of the
weakened parts of the bench wall
and a new walkway for commuters
to enter and exit the tunnel.
In 2017, a $477 million contract
was approved by the New York City
Transit Authority’s board for this
project. The new plan is yet to be
renegotiated, but the governor expects that the undertaking will cost
less than the initial contract for repairs.
The planned shutdown caused
panic and upheaval for many
Brooklyn residents who relied on
the L train. Many were prompted to
move to different neighborhoods
unaffected by the lack of L train
service in preparation.
There were questions about
what the line shutdown’s effect
would be on real estate and local
businesses in the areas most reliant
on the L line.
Subway officials had been planning alternate commute options to
replace the L train, including expansions of the bus system and the
addition of more trains on other
lines.
Though many are relieved that
the L train will continue to run,
people are skeptical about how well
the plan will work out, considering
how suddenly it came into being
and how much simpler it seems
than the original plan.
When asked about his opinion

JULIAN TINEO | THE TICKER

Commuters are relieved by new plans to avoid a shutdown of the L train by repairing the train on the weekends instead.
on the new plan, Baruch College
sophomore Henry Barnathan explained that though he is happy
that he will not have to change the
way he gets to campus every day,
“Something seems strange about
all this. How could they have gone
from a complete shutdown to such
a small change so quickly?”
As John Raskin, executive director of advocacy group Riders Alliance, said to The New York Times
about this change, “The governor’s

Students see simple, quick investing
through brokerage app Robinhood
Robinhood allows users to trade with no fees, offering students more opportunities to learn investing.
BY TANBIR ISLAM

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Robinhood, a brokerage app
launched in 2013, is changing the
way people invest. Not too long
ago, investing in the stock market
was a relatively intricate and expensive process, particularly for
the average investor.
An individual would have to call
their broker, who would then have
to manually find the best price for
their client in order to execute the
order. This high-touch approach
resulted in exorbitant commission
fees.
The advent of the internet, however, brought forward the promise
to revolutionize every sector in existence; brokerage services were
not spared.
Online brokerages such as
Charles Schwab and TD Ameritrade offered services that were automated by computers and offered
low-flat rates on commissions.

“I chose Robinhood because
they offered no-fee trading,”
said Daniel Levy, a Baruch
College sophomore. Levy
touts the benefits of not
having to worry about
commission fees as allowing
him to more easily move
money around stocks.

Robinhood is different from existing brokerages as it charges zero
dollars in commission to its customers for most orders. The service
does charge $10 when a customer
chooses to purchase stock with
a live agent over the phone and
makes money in other ways.
For example, it charges users
monthly if they choose to upgrade
to a Robinhood Gold account,
which comes with additional
perks for users. The service also
gains money through the interest
it earns from cash sitting in the accounts of its users.
By simply downloading the app
or signing up for its recently deployed web platform, any user over
the age of 18 can trade stocks. This
free access and ease of use makes
the service especially popular with
students at Baruch College.
“I chose Robinhood because
they offered no-fee trading,” said
Daniel Levy, a Baruch College
sophomore. Levy touts the benefits
of not having to worry about commission fees as allowing him to
more easily move money around
stocks. This may sound risky, as
a lower reluctance to trading frequently may make it easier to lose
money.
Under the Financial Industry
Regulatory Authority rules — also
known as FINRA — however, an
individual may only buy and sell
stocks on the same day if the account itself has over $25,000 in
their brokerage account. This rule
was designed to protect those who
may not be able to afford to lose
a substantial amount of money
when pattern day trading.
While Levy does not meet this
threshold, Robinhood still allows

him to more easily change positions over the course of days without having to worry about commission fees.
Levy claims this to be his key to
success: “To date I am profitable,
although there have been times
where I have been in the red.”
Much of Levy’s opinion as to
why he uses the application seems
to be common among users of the
service in Baruch. Another key incentive is Robinhood’s free stock
program, given to users who successfully convert a friend to a Robinhood user.
“I chose Robinhood when I
heard that it gave out free stocks
if I referred people to the app. My
first free stock was Sprint,” said
Roksolona Dushynska, a Baruch
sophomore. Dushynska also found
the app’s user interface to be very
appealing.
“I like the app, it’s easy to use
and transfer funds from my bank
account to the app,” Dushynska
said.
This should be expected, given
the service was originally founded
as a mobile app and is marketed
primarily to millennials and, more
recently, Generation Z.
Robinhood also has plans to
push into retail banking, an ambition that has been suspended
indefinitely due to regulatory troubles.
Despite the halt on its plans,
with free stock trading and incentives, Robinhood surpassed
E-Trade in user numbers earlier
this year.
Robinhood doubled its userbase, going up to 4 million users,
while E-Trade reported 3.7 million,
according to Fortune.

plan may or may not work, but
you’ll pardon transit riders for being skeptical that a last-minute Hail
Mary idea cooked up over Christmas is better than what the M.T.A.
came up with over three years of
extensive public input.”
Since the L train shutdown was
announced, rental prices in the
impacted neighborhoods have
dropped considerably.
Rents in north Brooklyn have
fallen a cumulative 1.5 percent

since the shutdown was first announced in April of 2016, according to StreetEasy’s senior economist Grant Long.
Now that the shutdown has
been canceled, experts expect
rental prices to shoot back up. Depending on whether or not landlords have included concession
clauses in their leases relating to
the L train shutdown, residents
who already secured cheaper rents
could also be impacted.
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New York Asian Film Festival introduces 1st Winter Showcase
STACY KIM
STAFF WRITER

Last year was marked as a year
that contributed to a production
of a great deal of successful AsianAmerican-led movies, such as Crazy Rich Asians, To All The Boys I've
Loved Before, Searching and more.
In 2019, the New York Asian Film
Foundation sought to provide the
other side of the tracks with unconventional stories outside of mainstream film.
Over two February weekends,
the foundation, known for its annual New York Asian Film Festival
— a summer event for the past 17
years — exhibited its first “Winter
Showcase.”
The NYAFF 2019 Winter Showcase opened on Feb. 1, with Han
Ji-min, a Korean actress from the
film Miss Baek, as NYAFF’s first film
ambassador.
The showcase centered around
the themes of “Crazy Broke Asians”
and “A Touch of Old School” and
took place from Feb. 1-3 and Feb.
8-10 at the SVA Theatre, featuring
15 Asian films, including Fly By
Night, Mee Pok Man, Breathless and
Crying Fist.
The showcase also offered a mix
of contemporary and classic movies from Japan, Hong Kong, South
Korea, Taiwan, the Philippines and
more. Now in its 18th year, NYAFF
is a prominent festival for Asian
films.
The showcase, co-presented by
the New York Asian Film Foundation and SVA Theatre, may eventually help build bridges between
Asia and America, bringing recog-

COURTESY OF NYAFF

The first NYAFF Winter Showcase featured many films, including Swordsman of All Swordsmen and The Killing of Satan.
nition to legendary Asian films.
The significance of the festival is
that it shows untraditional hidden
gems in Asian film culture. Classic
kung-fu films 7 Grandmasters, The
Mystery of Chess Boxing and The
Swordsman of All Swordsman were
all screened on Feb. 9, followed the
next day by screenings of King of
Beggars, Merantau, The Raid: Redemption and a Lunar New Year
party.
Swordsman of All Swordsmen is

a 1968 Taiwanese action movie, in
which the swordsman Tsai Ying-jie,
played by Tien Peng, sets out on a
quest to track down the bandits
who killed his father and stole a
legendary spirit-chasing sword 18
years ago. Tsai spends his whole life
seeking revenge.
Through his journey, Tsai encounters mysterious swordsman
Black Dragon and Flying Swallow,
a woman warrior, but their helpfulness is a matter of question. After

killing each bandit, Tsai symbolically chops down small wooden
panels that have their names.
Watching Tsai closely, Swallow
tells him to stop seeking revenge,
saying, “Hatred grows deeper
with time.” Swallow also throws
a thought-provoking question at
him: “Gratitude or hatred, which
one is more important?” Tsai has a
hard time answering this question,
but, with time, he realizes what is
most important to him. Helmed by

Taiwanese director Joseph Kuo, the
film uses beautiful locations, such
as waterfalls and beaches. Kuo’s
beautifully crafted feature is uncompromising, but also a vibrant
showcase for his impressive filmmaking and the equally impressive performances by actors Peng,
Polly Shang-kuan, and Miao Tien.
Swordsman of All Swordsmen is a
knockout Asian film.
Following the NYAFF screening of Swordsman of All Swordsmen, the showcase offered a secret
screening, which has been a tradition of the festival. The Killing of Satan, a fantasy and adventure film,
is a story about a dead man who
chooses his nephew to battle the
forces of evil.
In the secret screening, the 1983
Filipino film The Killing of Satan
was dubbed in English. It is an old,
classic film, a work within the adventure genre that is completely
transformed into a comedy, becoming one of the highlights of the
festival.
The theme of “Crazy Broke
Asians” highlights the fact that
without proper funding, quality films like those presented in the
showcase would not find their way
into the American industry. The
NYAFF showcase shed a light on
old, classic films that can still be
considered legendary.
But prior to celebrating the success of contemporary films, it is imperative to go back to the beginning
and look at where the triumphs
started. Like film producer Luke
Tyler said, “Don't forget where you
came from, but always remember
where you're going.”

Grande recovers from traumatic times
with post-breakup album thank u, next
YASMEEN PERSAUD
OPINIONS EDITOR

Ariana Grande has long since
shed her youthfully sunny disposition following her debut album Yours Truly in 2013. In fact,
Grande’s new persona gives momentum to her latest work, thank
u, next — an ode to the roller coasters of both life and emotion.
The launch of Sweetener in 2018
was the first stop along Grande’s
journey of self-growth and transformation.
The album marked her return to
pop after the 2017 suicide bombing
of Grande’s concert in England’s
Manchester Arena, which caused
22 deaths and deeply affected the
singer.
A softer version of Grande is
evident throughout the tracklist;
“breathin” especially reveals her
struggle.
“Just keep breathin' and
breathin' and breathin' and
breathin,’” Grande repeats over
and over to convince the world —
and herself — that her period of
revival will soon come. In a sense,
this foreshadows both the positivity and dark times ahead for her.
Grande released Sweetener less
than one month before the death

It’s Grande’s comeback
album, her revenge to
those who doubted her, her
epitome of emotion and her
acknowledgement of the
hard times she has faced.

of her former boyfriend, rapper
Mac Miller. While she grieved,
Grande ended her whirlwind, fourmonth-long engagement to comedian Pete Davidson.
The singer found herself in another difficult time, but this was
again a test of her strength. When
Grande released the single “thank
u, next,” off her new 2019 album, it
seemed as if she was bidding farewell to her past — and any future
instance of negativity.
The album thank u, next fuses
12 separate tracks together to tell
a story of Grande as a powerful
woman, fraught with difficulties
navigating her life.
Grande chooses to stick to her
dreamlike and indie-infused pop
for instrumentals on the album,
but mimics faint sounds of rap on
several tracks. Her references to
The Sound of Music’s “My Favorite
Things” on the track “7 rings” bring
distinction above the rest of her album.
thank u, next opens with “imagine,” a song that integrates fantasy
with reality, as Grande alludes to a
life with no limits and a world with
no boundaries — a place strictly
for love.
The themes of love, fantasy
and lust tend to be the main players in the game of life on Grande’s
album. The songs “needy” and
“NASA” are the two tracks that follow and build upon the life that
is romanticized in “imagine,” but
the narrative of the album begins
to flip once “bloodline” and “fake
smile” start to play.
Both songs start with other
voices — samplings from Grande’s
grandmother and singer Wendy
Rene. The song “fake smile” introduces Rene’s lyrics, “After laughter comes tears,” which possibly

COURTESY OF DILLER SCOFIDIO AND RENFRO
COURTESY OF UNIVERSAL MUSIC GROUP

allude to the turning point of the
album.
While the track “thank u, next”
does a good job of outlining the
timeline of Grande’s past relationships and heartache, “7 rings” is
the artist’s final transformation.
This is where Grande realizes her
true power in being a woman and
in being a pop artist.
“7 rings” starts off mimicking
“My Favorite Things” and fans are
met with child-like nostalgia. A
younger Grande resurfaces between the soft and delicate beats
that line the beginning of the song.
However, as Grande begins to
describe her luxurious lifestyle —
“My wrist, stop watchin', my neck
is flossy / Make big deposits, my
gloss is poppin'” — the beat starts
to resemble that of a trap song.
The overlapping of different voices as Grande sings also triggers
an angelic setting, familiar from
Grande’s older work.
thank u, next does not sugarcoat Grande’s true nature or feelings, but instead reveals her annoyance and acceptance of the
many disappointments in love and
life. It’s Grande’s comeback album,
her revenge to those who doubted
her, her epitome of emotion and
her acknowledgement of the hard
times she has faced.

MoMA announces plans
to close for renovation
AYSE KELCE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The Museum of Modern Art
will close June 15 for renovation,
with plans to reopen the campus with an expansion of more
than 40,000 square feet on Oct.
21, 2019, bringing a broader approach to modern art in the city.
The expansion will allow
MoMA to house new, experimental art in addition to its iconic
pieces like Vincent van Gogh’s
“The Starry Night.”
The revamped MoMA will allow artists from more diverse
backgrounds to share their work
with the art lovers in New York,
giving more opportunities to exhibit the works of artists from
a diverse array of cultures and
backgrounds. The museum will
reopen with Latin American- and
African-American-based exhibitions: Sur moderno: Journeys of
Abstraction and Betye Saar: The
Legends of Black Girls Window,
respectively.
The Paula and James Crown
Platform on the second floor will
allow visitors to make art and join
conversations with other art en-

thusiasts. The expanded ground
floor will feature the Sue and
Edgar Wachenheim III Projects
Gallery, which will be free to the
public.
The new MoMA will reveal a
presentation that highlights the
creative affinities and frictions
produced by displaying painting,
sculpture, architecture, design,
photography, media, performance, film and works on paper
together. The museum will systematically rotate a selection of
art in collection galleries every six
to nine months, recognizing that
“there is no single or complete
history of modern and contemporary art,” a Feb. 5 MoMA statement read.
During the renovation period,
MoMA PS1 in Long Island City,
Queens, will remain open during
its regular hours.
“We have an opportunity to
re-energize and expand upon our
founding mission,” Glenn D. Lowry, the David Rockefeller director
of MoMA said in a statement, “to
welcome everyone to experience
MoMA as a laboratory for the
study and presentation of the art
of our time, across all visual arts.”
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Grammys ceremony disappoints despite slight improvements
SVEN LARSEN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The 61st Grammy Awards too
often fell into repetitiveness while
attempting to remedy past criticisms like lack of diversity.
The famous, or infamous, award
show has been picked apart by musicians and fans alike. Last year's
male-dominated winner's circle
and lack of diversity challenged
what the modern music landscape

looks like.
Prior years’ shows became more
unique for their “snubs” than actual awards, like the fuss with Beck's
win over Beyoncé for album of the
year in 2015. A lasting criticism
of the show has also been over its
hyped-up yet boring presentation.
This year's 210-minute run remedied some complaints and ruined
other hopeful expectations.
The night was big for women in
music. Last year, Neil Portnow, the

president of the Recording Academy — which chooses the winners — brazenly addressed female
artists when asked why the awards
disproportionately award male
artists, saying that they needed to
“step up.”
A year after the controversies of
his statement, the 61st Grammys
seemed to have equipped not just
a more thorough public relations
supervisor, but also more attentive
voters for this year's winners, with

COURTESY OF CBS

Cardi B joined various women artists in earning accolades at the Grammys as the first female solo act to win best rap album.

many female artists highlighted.
Dua Lipa poked fun at Portnow
in her acceptance speech for best
new artist. “I guess this year we really stepped up,” gleamed the British artist while she took home her
first award. She later won another
one for best dance recording with
Silk City for the track “Electricity.”
Country artist Kacey Musgraves
took home the night's well-soughtafter album of the year. Musgraves’
Golden Hour bridged the predictable pop elements that the Grammys often favor with a country
twine and twist that the Recording
Academy chose to highlight and
crown.
Cardi B continued to write history as the first solo female winner
of best rap album with her debut,
Invasion of Privacy. Fellow rappers
Drake and Childish Gambino took
home awards for best rap song and
best rap/sung performance, respectively.
The award show continued to
honor women with an all-star tribute to Dolly Parton. The 47-time
nominee and eight-time Grammy
winner was praised with a 10-minute performance featuring fellow
female artists including Musgraves,
Katy Perry, Miley Cyrus, Maren
Morris and Little Big Town.
The absent Ariana Grande won
best pop vocal album for her acclaimed album Sweetener. The pop
star was predicted to perform at the
show, but in a brief Twitter explanation, Grande said that the award
show's producer, Ken Ehrlich, was
stifling her creativity and she decided to not attend.
Nicki Minaj, a frequent collaborator of Grande, also came out to
condemn the Grammys’ producer
for bullying. Glimpses into the
backstage treatment of female artists start to chisel away the femalefriendly appearance this year's
Grammys masqueraded as.

Aside from honoring some welldeserved female talent, the show
also shone light and praise toward
Gambino's critically acclaimed
track, “This is America.” Winning
record of the year, song of the year,
and best rap/sung performance,
the politically charged song received praise from fans who were
relieved to see it honored as an important moment in music, as well
as being supported by the awards.
The few steps the show took
toward inclusivity and diversity
were laced with performances
that ranged from impressive and
notable to unnecessary and out of
place.
Janelle Monáe lost to Kacey
Musgraves for album of the year,
but that didn't stop her from delivering a groovy and much-needed
performance of “Make Me Feel.”
Lady Gaga fell into the dramatics of her character, Ally, from the
movie A Star is Born while performing “Shallow,” the movie’s hit song.
Her commitment was honorable,
yet the exaggerated pain and vocal
straining broke any expectation of
an original and exciting Gaga performance.
Most other performers played
it safe; Camila Cabello resurrected
her hit “Havana” once again, and
Miley Cyrus and Shawn Mendes
gave a clean and palatable duet.
But careful choices like these
seemed to have gone awry with
the decision to have Jennifer Lopez headline a Motown tribute.
The creation of such an odd performance shows that the Grammys
still has much room to grow.
The voters behind the golden
awards, the Recording Academy,
seemed to have taken note of necessary change, but between the
lazy performances and messy relations with artists and the public,
the Grammys still can't seem to
warrant any real acclaim.

Latest LEGO Movie lacks originality and entertainment of first film

BENJAMIN WALLIN
Every movie that follows in the
path of 2014’s The LEGO Movie will
have to contend with its legacy. The
first in a series of who-knows-howmany spin-offs and sequels, the
movie was able to surprise audiences and entertain at the speed of
multiple laughs-per-minute while
capturing a meaningful emotional
resonance.
As the fourth in Warner Bros.’
Lego movie world, The LEGO Movie
2: The Second Part finds itself stuck
in its predecessor’s shadow.
The Second Part is an apt subtitle, considering how close together
the original LEGO Movie and this
sequel are. Part two picks up immediately where the 2014 movie
ended and then time-jumps five
years to close the gap.
Plastic doesn’t age much in five
years, but the wear of being played
with often can be seen in some
characters’ costumes. Emmet
Brickowski, hero of the first film,
returns with his pals to the world of
their plastic sandbox.
In keeping with its predecessor’s aesthetic, the materials in
The Second Part are all made to
look like Legos that are part of a
stop-motion film. The LEGO Movie
revealed that the world of its story
was a playset stuck between a father and son’s conception of what
could be done with construction
toys, and the sequel continues to
use that conceit as an integral part
of the storytelling.
Phil Lord and Chris Miller re-

COURTESY OF WARNER BROS. PICTURES

Five years after the end of the previous film, Emmet Brickowski finds difficulty adjusting to the brooding nature of The LEGO Movie 2: The Second Part's apocalyptic setting.
turn as screenwriters, with Mike
Mitchell directing. Lord and Miller
have made a name for themselves
with snappy comedy and meta references in the Jump Street series
and the original LEGO Movie, but
The Second Part is missing some of
that spark.
With Lord and Miller heavily
involved in the wonderful SpiderMan: Into the Spider-Verse — still
in theaters — it’s impossible to say
that the sequel suffers just because
of a five-year gap and the difficulty
of living up to a breakout hit’s success.
If anything, The Second Part suffers most because of how closely it
adheres to The LEGO Movie from
a thematic perspective. Where the
first film surprised, the second
lacks subtlety and goes in an obvious direction.
Where the first took risks, the
second gets stuck in a creative rut.

The LEGO Movie teased a sequel
with the introduction of a new Lego
playmate and the children’s line of
Duplo construction toys. The sequel picks that thread up and finds
a solution not far from the first
film’s own issues.
Fans should not expect a film
with no laughs; The Second Part
still outshines the mediocre The
LEGO Ninjago Movie. Five years after the Duplo blocks’ appearance,
the Lego world enters apocalypse
mode and begins to blatantly resemble the setting of the dystopian
Mad Max.
Emmet has trouble adjusting to
the brooding demands of living in
a sand-covered wasteland, while
other characters like Wyldstyle —
mostly known in the sequel by her
birth name of Lucy — Unikitty,
Benny the astronaut and MetalBeard the pirate manage to adapt.
There are fun jokes and the way

the movie addresses Emmet’s lack
of adaptation finds a fun outlet in
the introduction of Rex Dangervest.
These jokes, though, lack the life of
the film’s predecessor.
Often, jokes get repeated or are
held on to for too long. Other times,
the only source of humor is from
external references. As fun as they
may be, the inclusion of Back to the
Future's Doc Brown or Aquaman's
Aquaman is not enough to carry an
entire movie.
The Second Part plays like the
studio executive follow-up to a
movie that earned over $250 million, without a full understanding of what made the original so
great. One scene from The LEGO
Movie had a significant number
of cameos from characters of various universes. The Second Part is
chock-full of these moments, but
they don’t hold water to the wackiness and out-of-left field nature of

The LEGO Movie’s jokes. Fans of
the original should go in with the
expectation of a lazy stepping-onLego joke, which happens twice.
The Second Part does have the
daring to step it up a notch with the
introduction of Tiffany Haddish as
Queen Watevra Wa’Nabi. Her song,
“Not Evil” is as much a show-stopper as the movie’s new earworm
and “Catchy Song” does its best to
fit the gap left behind by 2014’s “Everything is Awesome.”
With more music than the previous film, The Second Part even offers an exciting song for the credits’
roll, notably featuring The Lonely
Island.
Like with The LEGO Ninjago
Movie: The Second Part would
be much better if its predecessor
didn’t exist, leaving viewers with
a pretty good movie to enjoy once
or twice and the question of what
might’ve been.
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Gyllenhaal shines in flawed horror-satire film Velvet Buzzsaw
EVAN LEWIS
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Fresh off of the massive success
of Bird Box, Netflix is hoping to continue captivating audiences with
yet another gut-wrenching thriller.
Velvet Buzzsaw once again thrusts
audiences into a world much like
their own, only to find that something sinister and seemingly inexplicable is lurking in plain sight.
Much like Bird Box, this film also
stars John Malkovich alongside an
all-star cast of accomplished actors
and promising up-and-comers.
The similarities end there, however. Velvet Buzzsaw allows Oscarnominated director and screenwriter Dan Gilroy to thrive in his
expected satirical exploration of a
confined world with strangely obsessive characters, this time delving into the self-important world of
art critics.
Gilroy attempts to recapture
the magic of his directorial debut,
Nightcrawler, teaming up for a second time with Jake Gyllenhaal and
Rene Russo, whose performances
highlight a delightfully droll film
that alternates between fantastical
horror and delightful parody.
However, those expecting this
movie to be another work of Nightcrawler’s caliber will be disappointed. While the two films certainly
share many overlapping qualities
and are both clearly products of
the same mind, the script of Velvet
Buzzsaw comes up short at times.
The movie is carried by the acting performances, but even a cast
as deep as this one can only do so
much to make the audience care
about such flat characters, as is often the problem Hollywood writers
have when writing both horror and
satire.
It is disappointing to watch the
chronically underrated Toni Collette go from the great 2018 horror

film Hereditary to this, where she
is underused and barely able to
showcase her vast range.
Collette’s role might be the only
miscast in the entire film, considering the rest of the ensemble is what
truly makes Velvet Buzzsaw worth
watching. Stranger Things alum
Natalia Dyer is perfectly charming
in her role as Coco, a production
assistant, while Malkovich impeccably embodies Piers, an artist trying to recapture a lost spark.
As the public has come to expect, Gyllenhaal is a scene-stealer
every time he is onscreen, bringing so much nuance and grandeur
to his role as Morf Vanderwalt,
the conflicted protagonist, that it
seems as if the entire character was
made with him in mind.
The film works best when it is
satirizing the world it has so effortlessly replicated. Anyone who
is even semifamiliar with the art
scene — and even those who
aren’t — can find a lot to enjoy in
the pompous vernacular and glib
dialogue. The same way Get Out
targeted white America, Velvet
Buzzsaw hones in on art snobs in
a subtle way that cuts deep, much
like the art fanatics claim to adore
so much.
Unlike Get Out, the film falters
when it devolves into a thriller.
The frights are predictable and
trite, bringing nothing new to the
already overcrowded horror landscape. Those expecting terror like
a traditional scary movie, or even
deeply unnerving sequences like in
Nightcrawler, will ultimately be left
wanting.
This is not to say that any of the
attempted scares are unnecessary.
Gilroy’s best satire comes when the
parody and horror overlap, making for some particularly sardonic
scenes that critics and casual viewers alike can appreciate. A couple
of jabs in particular stick their

CLAUDETTE BARIUS | NETFLIX

Jake Gyllenhaal, right, plays the satirical role of the art critic, commenting on funeral aesthetics or a corpse in a museum.
landing so well that even uptight
art aficionados will have to crack
a smile, such as when Gyllenhaal’s
character can’t help but to critique
the aesthetic of a funeral or when
museumgoers comically mistake
a dead body as one of the exhibits.
The film’s conclusion specifically
is the ultimate lampoon and representative of the entire satirizing
work as a whole.
Overall, the film is not as great
as some of Gilroy’s other work, but

it is well worth the watch for those
who enjoy crackling commentary
about grandiose communities. The
premise is clever enough, but the
horror will leave viewers wanting
more. To quote Russo’s character at
the beginning of the film, “None of
this is new.”
Perhaps, though, that’s the
point. The film’s hackneyed scares
could very well be the best satire
in the film, signifying the redundant atmosphere Velvet Buzzsaw

is mocking.
More likely than not, though,
the audience will find it’s a B-grade
horror film with a star-studded
cast to make up for its flaws. When
viewed through a more cynical lens,
it becomes much more of a camp
film in which its lampoons make
up for its otherwise flat spookiness.
All in all, one’s perception of the
film depends on how they choose
to view it, which is exactly the point
the film is trying to make.

LCD Soundsystem's live album improves upon dance-rock sound
MIGUEL MODESTO
STAFF WRITER

One of the best qualities of LCD
Soundsystem is how simplistic yet
complex the band’s music is. James
Murphy — singer, producer and
instrumentalist — is able to take
influences from classic New York
City bands such as Talking Heads,
Television, Blondie and The Velvet
Underground and is able to merge
them together with influences of
electronic music such as Daft Punk
to create a unique dance-rock
sound.
There’s an added element to
the music when LCD Soundsystem
plays live, when the band is able
to best express the longevity of the
songs they create.
On Electric Lady Sessions, the
band’s third live album, fans who
have not seen the band in concert
have the opportunity to enjoy a
similar experience.
Aside from three tracks, all the
material on Electric Lady Sessions is
from LCD Soundsystem’s previous
albums. The record has three cover songs: “Seconds,” “I Want Your
Love” and “(We Don’t Need This)
Fascist Groove Thang,” originally
by The Human League, Chic and
Heaven 17, respectively.
The album opens with “Seconds,” a fantastic start. The band
typically has the track in its rotation of songs during concerts, so it
is great to finally have a proper recording of the band’s rendition.
The second cover, “I Want
Your Love,” transitions seamlessly
from the preceding track, “home,”
and highlights vocals from Nancy
Whang. The same cannot be said
for the last new cover the band
included on the record. “Fascist
Groove Thang” is the band’s attempt to be political punk rockers
and it comes off as unnecessary.
The record would’ve benefited

from ending one track earlier, with
“oh baby” as the album’s closer.
A lot of the songs from the
band’s 2017 album American
Dream benefit greatly from being
performed live. An example of this
can be seen in the track “emotional
haircut,” a dance punk anthem that
benefits from the raw performance
heard on the album. The same can
be said for “call the police,” which
ends up being a much heavier song
than the studio recording found
on American Dream. It is also extremely difficult not to dance to
a lot of these songs, which have
extremely upbeat rhythms and
hypnotic grooves, staples of LCD
Soundsystem’s music.
A major highlight in the setlist of
the album is “oh baby,” which has

Murphy’s best vocal performance.
The passionate singing reflects the
simplicity of the heartbreak ballad
that was a standout on the band’s
fourth studio record. The song’s final moments are grand synthesizers and drum machines that carry
Murphy’s performance to a dramatic finish.
A great accomplishment behind
Murphy’s project is the musicianship demonstrated in the performances. Since LCD Soundsystem
is a project led by one man, Murphy rightfully gains all the credit
he deserves from the work he does
on the studio albums, since he has
been known to play many of the instruments in studio.
In a nice change, fans are able
to hear playing from touring band-

mates like Whang, Al Doyle and
more, a simulation of what LCD
Soundsystem really sounds like
when performing live.
Despite the criticisms of Murphy’s handling of the group’s demise and reformation in the span
of seven years, it is difficult to argue
that LCD Soundsystem has overstayed its welcome.
In the resurgence of the popularity since its reformation, LCD
Soundsystem has been enjoying a
solid comeback that doesn’t seem
to be stopping anytime soon. The
performances on this album do not
sound any less enthusiastic than
the final moments at the band’s
2011 farewell concert at Madison
Square Garden.
Murphy has a complex way of

thinking, and fans are able to see
that in his work with LCD Soundsystem. Murphy led the acclaimed
musical project to success and then
at the height of the band’s popularity, played at Madison Square Garden to a sold-out crowd of dedicated fans.
At the advice of the late David
Bowie, Murphy awkwardly returned with LCD Soundsystem’s
American Dream. After the album
received favorable reactions from
critics and fans alike, it was seen
as a triumphant return from a long
hiatus.
Now, with a live album, Murphy
reminds listeners how good LCD
Soundsystem sounded and continues to sound, the way the band's
music is meant to be heard.

COURTESY OF RUVAN WIJESOORIYA

James Murphy is the mind behind much of LCD Soundsystem's work, acting as singer, producer and instrumentalist on the band's third live album, Electric Lady Sessions.
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WHO recommends loosening global restrictions on cannabis
BY FELIX GEYZER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Cannabis is known colloquially as marijuana, weed, pot and
jazz cabbage, among others. These
names are well-known to most
people and this substance has become a rising star in recent years.
Even more recently, the World
Health Organization is reclassifying the schedule of cannabis. WHO
is an entity that is “in line with its
mission to provide global leadership in public health,” according to
its website.
It is one of the world’s universal health care coverage organizations that is attempting to better the health of those all over the
world with offices in more than 150
countries.
Often, cannabis was frowned
upon since it has been scheduled
as a first-, third- and fourth-degree
drug. Drugs are scheduled based
on their dosage and “upon the
drug’s acceptable medical use and
the drug’s abuse or dependency
potential,” according to the U.S.
Drug Enforcement Administration
website.
Since 1961, Cannabis has been
categorized into Schedule I, meaning it is one of the most addictive
and easiest drugs to abuse. According to the DEA, “Schedule I drugs
have a high potential for abuse and
the potential to create severe psychological and/or physical dependence. … Schedule I drugs, substances, or chemicals are defined
as drugs with no currently accepted
medical use and a high potential for
abuse. Some examples of Schedule

I drugs are: heroin, lysergic acid diethylamide (LSD).”
However, with the legalization
of cannabis in Colorado and California, there have been major discoveries in the medical benefits of
the infamous drug to counter the
primary rulings on cannabis.
Business Insider recently stated, “There are at least two active
chemicals in marijuana that researchers think have medicinal applications. Those are cannabidiol
(CBD) — which seems to impact
the brain without a high — and
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) —
which has pain relieving properties
and is largely responsible for the
high.” These findings have allowed
cannabis reform to have a fighting
chance and create a path for a different identity for cannabis and its
users.
Considering cannabis is nowhere near the chart of addiction to
that of heroin or meth, so it is clear
that this is the time for reform.
With Canada fully allowing
the use and sale of cannabis, the
market for what is known as “pot
stocks” and recreational marijuana
has skyrocketed. Major marijuana
companies such as Aurora Cannabis and Cronos Group have both
skyrocketed by more than 25 percent since the publicizing of the
stocks on the New York Stock Exchange.
The emerging markets are only
opening more space for the approval of cannabis and its potential.
According to Forbes, “[A] number
of countries that have historically
opposed drug policy reforms, such
as Russia and China, are expected

FRANK OUDEMAN | WIKICOMMONS

The WHO is pushing for the reclassification of weed from Schedule IV, an antiquated, restrictive categorization from the 1960s.
to oppose the change in cannabis’s
classification.”
This being said, there is a rising approval for this drug that was
once associated with rebellion and
childishness.
Meanwhile, nations such as
Canada and Uruguay, which have
legalized marijuana in contravention of the current treaties, are
likely to back the reform, as are a

number of European and South
American nations that allow medical cannabis.”
While cannabis is being more
widely accepted on a global level,
there is limitless potential for the
growing substance with distilleries being built nationwide. With
states finding the ability to collect
tax revenue and control the market of cannabis and who receive it,

there is less reason for government
disapproval.
Even with the rising of the marijuana market, it has been a long
time coming for the legalization
of cannabis with the first discovery of health benefits associated
with cancer patients. Government
regulation would only make cannabis safer and reduce the dangers
behind it.

The future of telepathy: translating brainwaves directly to speech
BY ALI HUSSAIN
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY EDITOR

A recent study conducted by researchers at the Mortimer B. Zuckerman Mind Brain Behavior Institute at Columbia University advances brain-computer interface to
reveal a possible solution for those
with limited or no ability to speak.
The study stands on the shoulders of the exhaustive research that
has gone into revealing that speaking or even the thought of speaking produces a specific neural re-

sponse, as does the act or thought
of listening. The logical next step
then was to decode these brainwave patterns in order to open up
the doorway to the possibility of
communicating directly via brain
signals.
The first way senior author and
primary investigator at the Zuckerman Institute Dr. Nima Mesgarani
went about the project was to focus
on “simple computer models that
analyzed spectrograms, which are
visual representations of sound frequencies,” according to a statement

about the study.
However, this method failed
to hold water because it could not
produce intelligible speech.
Mesgarani and his team then
turned to a vocoder, which is “a
computer algorithm that can synthesize speech after being trained
on recordings of people talking.”
This is the same technology that
Amazon Echo and Apple’s Siri use
to give verbal responses.
Once the process was determined, the next step was to teach
the vocoder to interpret brain

MICHAEL FISCHER | PEXELS

In a technological first, Columbia neuroengineers have created a system that translates thought into intelligible speech.

patterns.
In order to do so, Mesgarani
reached out to Dr. Ashesh Mehta, a
neurosurgeon at Northwell Health
Physician Partners Neuroscience
Institute, an institute that specializes in treating epileptic patients who
undergo regular brain surgeries.
Epileptic patients are great test
subjects for the progression of neuroscience because of these regular
brain surgeries.
Since the brain is already exposed during the surgery, scientists can perform many tests that,
while neither harming nor helping the epileptic patient, can provide great benefit to the scientific
community.
“Working with Dr. Mehta, we
asked epilepsy patients already undergoing brain surgery to listen to
sentences spoken by different people, while we measured patterns
of brain activity,” Mesgarani said.
“These neural patterns trained the
vocoder.” The same patients were
then used to similarly decode the
auditory part of conversation.
To then test out whether the vocoder had done its job accurately,
individuals were asked to report
what they heard when the recording was played back.
“We found that people could
understand and repeat the sounds
about 75% of the time, which is well
above and beyond any previous
attempts,” Mesgarani continued.
“The sensitive vocoder and powerful neural networks represented
the sounds the patients had originally listened to with surprising accuracy.”
The future of brain-to-speech
translation seems to hinge on further advancing this technology by
feeding it more words in order to
increase the accuracy of the vocoder. More complex sentences and
words would also make for a better
experience.

An all-too-common problem
this new technology seeks to fix is
the loss of speech induced by such
medical issues as amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis — also known as
ALS — and recovery from a stroke.
In patients with ALS, the skeletal muscles of the body begin to
lose function due to the
deterioration of the motor neurons
that connect the brain’s orders to
the body.
Only two specific muscle types
don’t shut down in response to
ALS, those in the eyes and in the
anus. Using the new technology
could therefore circumvent the
shutdown of the motor neurons of
the mouth and tongue.
The late Stephen Hawking suffered from ALS but was able to
communicate his complex ideas to
millions with the use of an assistive
technology that would track the
movement of his cheek, one of the
few muscles he was able to control
in his later life.
This was an expensive technology that was sponsored and provided by Intel specifically for him
because of his fame and his contributions to the world.
There is promise for this new
method to not only be faster, but
to be much more widely accessible. Though there would have
been some delay using the cheek
method that Hawking used, the
new method currently underway
revolves around using the brain directly, streamlining the process of
translation.
Additionally, not every one of
the estimated 450,000 people with
ALS worldwide are going to be
sponsored by Intel for their contributions to the world.
It could be possible to use this
new method to help them as well
and to re-introduce what was once
thought to be lost to the world —
the voice of an ALS patient.
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The Bearcat Beat:
Spring sports teams begin preparations for upcoming season
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

COURTESY OF BARUCH ATHLETICS

These games do not affect CUNY
Athletic Conference standings, as
there have yet to be matches between CUNYAC opponents.
The first conference match
scheduled for the Baruch Bearcats
was on Feb. 18 at Lehman College,
in the CUNYAC Tri-Match against
Lehman and Brooklyn College.
The highlight of the Bearcats
season thus far has been at the
SUNY Purchase Tri-Match, where
they faced SUNY Purchase and Wilkes University from Pennsylvania.
The Bearcats’ pride heightened as
they swept their two matches.
In their match against Wilkes,
sophomore Meni Musheyev and
senior Nicholas Godino led the
team to its 3-1 victory.
Musheyev led the team with 12
blocks and Godino totaled 19 kills.
The team added seven aces and five
more blocks in the win.
In the win against SUNY Purchase, the Bearcats were smoothsailing throughout. They totaled
31 kills, with eight of those coming
from Godino. Freshman Stallone
Shankar had 23 assists in the win.
After finishing second in the
CUNYAC standings in 2018, and
ultimately losing in the CUNYAC
championship game to Hunter
College, the men’s volleyball team
is hoping that it could ride on its
CUNYAC success from the previous
year and come out on top in 2019.
After back-to-back CUNYAC
championship wins and two

straight appearances to the NCAA
National Championship Tournament, Baruch’s men’s tennis team
is hoping to repeat its luck for a
third straight year.
After successful previous seasons, senior Leonard Margolis and
junior Michael Dozortsev are looking to lead Baruch back to the top.
In the 2017-2018 season, Margolis went 9-3 and was a 2018
CUNYAC First Team All-Star. In
the same season, Dozortsev, who
transferred from Brooklyn College,
also went 9-3 in his 2017-2018 season and was a 2018 CUNYAC Second Team All-Star.
Baruch’s baseball and softball
seasons kick off the first week of
March, with softball playing against
Yeshiva University and baseball
against SUNY Purchase.
Softball finished its 2018 season
in fourth place in CUNYAC standings and is looking to finish higher
in 2019. The team has the roster to
do so, and, should it play to its full
potential, should be able to finish
toward the top of CUNYAC.
Baseball finished in sixth place
in CUNYAC last season and was defeated by Finlandia College in the
second round of the tournament.
The Bearcats believe that they
have the team to bring a CUNYAC
championship back to Baruch.
Finally, the men's basketball
team looks to go far in the CUNYAC
tournament, as it clinched the No. 1
seed and the regular season championship.
The tournament begins Feb. 20.

Matthews' contract sets precedent for other rising NHL superstars
BY FELIX MALAMUD

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

In a span of exactly five months,
the Toronto Maple Leafs made major headlines with two marquee
free-agent signings.
On July 1, the Leafs signed former New York Islanders captain
and perennial All-Star center John
Tavares to a seven-year, $77 million
deal.
On Dec. 1, the Leafs re-signed
William Nylander to a brand new,
six-year, $41.4 million contract.
The former was a rather hasslefree transaction, as Tavares was
fully convinced that playing for his
childhood team was the best decision for both him and the Maple
Leafs. He was a key piece to Toronto’s Stanley Cup puzzle.
Nylander’s situation, on the other hand, was not as smooth.
In fact, the deal that he signed
was done five minutes before the
deadline for restricted free agents
to sign NHL contracts in order to
play that same season.
Despite the different routes that
general manager Kyle Dubas took
to sign these two players, both are
currently donning the Toronto blue
and white maple leaf across their
jerseys.
Dubas then had himself another dilemma. He needed to re-sign
the team’s current franchise player,
Auston Matthews.
The 21-year old has asserted his
dominance in the league ever since
the Leafs selected him first overall
in the 2016 NHL Draft. He became
the first player in NHL history to
score four goals in an NHL debut.
He set franchise rookie records
with 40 goals and 69 points en
route to winning the Calder Memorial Trophy as the league’s top
rookie in 2016-17.
He also led the Leafs to the playoffs in consecutive seasons, though

they were bounced in the first
round in both years.
For a kid who eschewed both
major junior hockey and the U.S.
national team development program to play his draft year in Switzerland, and a kid who was born
in California and raised in Arizona
and had no emotional attachment
to Toronto, there was some thought
that perhaps Matthews would be
the one to finally shed the hockey
player mentality and put his own
financial interests ahead of those
of his team, the way Sidney Crosby
and Connor McDavid did before
him.
The reality is that when Matthews’ entry-level contract expired
after this season, he could have
walked into Dubas’ office and demanded an eight-year deal worth
$15.9 million per season.
Whether or not he would have
received it is another thing, but he
would have been fully within his
rights to ask for the maximum term
with an annual salary of 20 percent
of the salary cap.
However, Matthews ultimately
signed a five-year, $58.17 million
extension with the Leafs on Feb. 5,
keeping him in Toronto until 2024.
Matthews’ contract has an average
annual value of around $11.6 million, or 14.6 percent of the current
cap.
This is less than Edmonton Oilers star Connor McDavid's — 16.67
percent — but much more than
Buffalo Sabres center Jack Eichel's
—13.3 percent — snagged on his
second contract.
The Leafs hoped they could
get him for under $11 million on
a shorter term, but Matthews got
more, with 93 percent of his new
contract paid in signing bonuses.
This new deal benefits both
Leafs management and their shortand long-term financial flexibility.
But it also has a ripple effect on

some of his teammates.
Matthews’ camp wanted to get
an eight-year term done last summer, and the Leafs didn't really
have a desire to do it.
With this five-year contract,
Dubas is essentially trading three
contract years of Matthews for upward of $2.5 million in cap space
annually to either keep the core
together or to have the flexibility to
add to it.
For Tavares, Matthews’ new deal
allows the Leafs to open a six-year
window to win with significantly
better cap flexibility than if Matthews had signed for a much higher
annual cap hit.
The last thing Tavares wanted
was to be on a team that can't add
significant pieces to a championship puzzle. Meanwhile, he's making $11 million against the cap with
a full no-move clause through 2025.
Matthews’ other star teammate,
Mitch Marner, is also set to be a
restricted free agent after this season. Toronto’s leading point scorer
last season and this season is also
expected to earn a hefty amount of
dollars sooner than later.
But Marner’s agent, Darren Ferris, along with other members of
his camp, have claimed that the
Leafs have basically lowballed
Marner and that he is incredibly
undervalued.
As it stands, Dubas is going to try
to get Marner closer to a $9.5 million annual cap hit, which is what
Tampa Bay Lightning star rightwinger Nikita Kucherov received in
his massive eight-year, $76 million
extension that he signed with the
Bolts this past offseason.
Matthews’ contract certainly
makes that more feasible, but negotiations are expected to continue.
But it’s not just the Maple Leafs
and Matthews’ teammates who are
affected. In fact, there are a pletho-

ra of players who are set to become
restricted free agents after this season, and they are all well-aware of
Matthews’ new contract. Marner,
Mikko Rantanen, Brayden Point,
Patrik Laine, Matthew Tkachuk, Sebastian Aho, Brock Boeser and Kyle
Connor highlight what is without a
doubt the best class of young NHL
stars coming out of their entry-level deals in league history.
The Matthews contract resets
the market for teams seeking to go
with a shorter term with their great
young players.
It's an absolute game-changer
to that end. To be 26 or 27 years
old with the possibility of signing
an eight-year deal with the team of
their choice is a powerful enticement.
Two of the league’s established
young superstars, however, seem
to be on the wrong end of this Matthews contract.
McDavid, who signed his eightyear, $100 million extension a year
early, is basically tied to the Edmonton Oilers for the next nine
years.
He took less money than he
could have, placing his faith in the
Oilers that they would spend that
money wisely.
They did not, and now he’s in
for seven years on a team that is
not close to being a contender at
a wage that is woefully low in relation to his abilities and his status as
the undisputed best player in the
world.
Kucherov, who is making $9.5
million annually through 2027 with
his new deal, may see his contract
get blown away by both Matthews
and Marner.
However, contracts like his have
allowed the Lightning to build a
Cup contender, although they will
need to deal with Point’s new contract as well.
But the true winner of this

contract is Matthews himself. He
stands to become an unrestricted
free agent two months before his
27th birthday, when he could be at
the height of his career.
With a U.S. television deal coming up in two years, gambling revenues on the way and another expansion team in Seattle that will
likely create more money in the
system than ever, his around $11.6
million yearly stipend is going to
look like a bargain if revenue records continue to be smashed.
He might end up getting that
eight-year, $15.9 million per year
deal that was originally coveted.
However, Dubas is outworking
every general manager in the NHL
right now, and he is only 33 years
old.
He signed Tavares on the first
day of free agency, signed Nylander
right before he could have been
deemed ineligible for the entire
season and handled the situation
with as much class and fearlessness
as any general manager, contrary
to what mainstream media has put
out in the public, and signed Matthews just two weeks into contract
negotiations.
At this rate, Dubas should be
able to re-sign all of the young
stars that the Leafs have, especially
Marner.
The die-hard Leafs fans are already salivating at their absolutely
loaded roster that is on the cusp of
winning the city of Toronto its first
Stanley Cup since 1967.
After the Nylander saga, to have
this Matthews situation end during
the season without any lingering
drama into the postseason or summer is a glorious thing.
The future is going to be what
it is, but to have a solid window to
finally win a Stanley Cup, as well as
management that seems to have a
discernible plan to do so, is frankly
un-Leaf-like.
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MLB Spring Training Preview:
Top free agents remain on market as teams prepare for season
BY MATTEO FLAMIO

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

With pitchers and catchers reporting to their respective spring
training camps, baseball season
is finally beginning after nearly a
three-and-a-half month offseason.
In that time, there have been many
moves made between teams, some
big free agent signings and some
head-scratching moments.
Trades flooded this offseason,
as fans saw different teams take different routes on what they wanted
their future to be. The Seattle Mariners were the biggest sellers during
the offseason, which puzzled many
because the team made moves the
season before to attempt to contend for a playoff spot.
The Mariners made multiple
blockbuster trades, but the two
biggest were both with New York
teams — the Yankees and the Mets.
Ace James Paxton was shipped off
to the Bronx for top pitching prospect Justus Sheffield and two other
prospects. The Mets, who were the
most improved team during this
offseason, traded away veteran outfielder and first basemen Jay Bruce,
reliever Anthony Swarzak, along
with two top prospects Jarred Kelenic and Justin Dunn in exchange for
Robinson Canó and Edwin Díaz.
Díaz was arguably the best reliever in all of baseball last year and
received the Mariano Rivera American Reliever of the Year award. The
eight-time All-Star Canó spent his
first nine seasons in New York with
the Yankees and is arguably one of
the best second basemen in the history of the MLB. This move alone
improves the Mets’ playoff chances
greatly and the overall difficulty of
winning the National League East.
Sticking with this division, the
Mets were not the only team to
make splashes. Although the Washington Nationals were not yet able
to retain Bryce Harper, they were
able to add free-agent pitcher Patrick Corbin to a massive six-year
deal to solidify their starting rotation. The Philadelphia Phillies
added possibly the top catcher in
the league, J.T. Realmuto, to their
lineup, along with former MVP Andrew McCutchen. The Miami Marlins continue their rebuild as they
are not expected to contend in this
division for many years.
The biggest surprise was the Atlanta Braves offseason. After winning the NL East in 2018, many
believed this team would put all
its money into a star-studded free
agent class. However, they signed
two veterans, former MVP Josh

Donaldson and Brian McCann, to
one-year deals. These moves are
low-risk moves for the team but do
not seem to help the Braves repeat
their success from last year.
Along with the NL East, the NL
Central is a division where there
are three different teams that have
the firepower to make the playoffs between the Chicago Cubs,
Milwaukee Brewers and St. Louis
Cardinals. The Cardinals made the
most improvements after failing to
make the playoffs last year. They
made a blockbuster trade for perennial all-star first basemen Paul
Goldschmidt, who is constantly in
the MVP conversation for the National League. They also added reliever and closer Andrew Miller to
strengthen their bullpen.
The NL West is going to continue to be competitive between
the top two teams, the Los Angeles
Dodgers and Colorado Rockies, but
the Arizona Diamondbacks, San
Francisco Giants and San Diego
Padres will continue to be middleto bottom-of-the-pack teams. The
Dodgers made a big trade with the
Cincinnati Reds, which shipped off
Yasiel Puig and Matt Kemp to Cincinnati and opened up a spot in the
outfield for top prospect Alex Verdugo. The Rockies lost their starting
second basemen DJ LeMahieu to
the Yankees in free agency but were
able to add Daniel Murphy to take
his spot in the lineup and, with the
Coors Field effect, he is expected
to have one of the best years of his
career.
The American League has the
most competition, as the 2018 season has three teams with over 100
wins. The first of those three teams
were in the AL West, the Houston
Astros. The Astros still have their
2017 World Series core together
but were able to add veterans Michael Brantley and Wade Miley
to their lineup and rotation. They
face competition from the Oakland
Athletics, who were a big surprise
last year but did not make any big
moves this offseason to show that
they will catch up to the Astros.
The Los Angeles Angels still
have the best player in the league,
Mike Trout, but are still missing a
supporting cast to help them contend for a playoff spot. They signed
veterans Matt Harvey and Trevor
Cahill for their rotation but will
be missing two-way star Shohei
Ohtani from their rotation for the
entire 2019 season due to Tommy
John surgery. Ohtani, however, will
still be in the Angels lineup for the
year. The Texas Rangers don’t seem
to be competing in this division for
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Will Manny Machado and Bryce Harper be teammates when the season starts, or will they establish themselves on new squads?
another year, but their young and
powerful core in the lineup will be
fun for fans to watch.
The AL Central is arguably
the weakest division in the entire
league, even though the dominance of the Cleveland Indians
will continue. They made one big
move, where they were involved in
a three-team trade with the Tampa
Bay Rays and Mariners but did not
receive any true improvements.
The team will continue to have
Francisco Lindor and José Ramírez
in their lineup with a strong front
three rotation of Corey Kluber,
Trevor Bauer and Carlos Carrasco
but it is hard to determine if this is
close to enough for them to make it
back to the World Series again.
The Minnesota Twins made
many moves during this offseason, and after they made the AL
Wild Card game in 2017, they had
a very disappointing 2018 season.
The bulk of their moves were confusing, as they signed players like
C.J. Cron and Nelson Cruz to contracts, but they have Miguel Sanó
on their roster, who many believed
would take over the everyday DH
role. Sanó had difficult performing
at third base last year and was sent
down to the minors at one point
in order to bring him back to his
senses. The Twins bringing in Cron
and Cruz automatically stick those
two players at first base and DH,
the two places that would benefit
Sanó most.
The division that some believe
to be the most competitive is the
AL East, which is home to the defending World Series Champion
Red Sox. The Red Sox did practically nothing so far this offseason, as
their biggest move was re-signing
Nathan Eovaldi to a four-year deal.
The Sox are hoping, however, that
closer Craig Kimbrel — who is currently a free-agent — would be able
to just fall into their lap due to the
FA Market. Bringing Kimbrel back

would help the Red Sox case for a
possible repeat.
The Yankees and Rays made
moves to bolster their rosters this
offseason. The Yankees won 100
games last year, but that was not
enough. They looked to add to
their rotation, and they were able
to make the trade for Paxton, along
with re-signing J.A. Happ and CC
Sabathia. They even strengthened
their already dominate bullpen by
retaining Zack Britton and signing Adam Ottavino. These were the
most important moves, as playoff
pitching was a big issue for the Yankees.
The Rays were possibly the biggest surprise last year, winning
90 games. To go with reigning
AL Cy Young winner Blake Snell,
they signed Charlie Morton to a
two-year deal, after revitalizing
his career in Houston. Tampa was
infamous last year for using “The
Opener,” so they only have two true
starting pitchers in their rotation.
They were even able to add catcher
Mike Zunino and outfielder Avisail
García to their lineup.
This MLB offseason has been
filled with ups and downs and
has shown many different talking
points and much speculation.
This speculation has mainly revolved around two of the game’s
biggest stars: Harper and Manny
Machado. Harper and Machado are
perennial all-stars in the MLB, and
Harper even won the NL MVP in
2015, but they have yet to sign with
a team before spring training.
The issue is that teams do not
want to pay either of these players what they believe that they are
worth, or even what many believe
they are worth, which is nearly or
more than $300 million.
Both players were initially looking to receive deals that were greater than Giancarlo Stanton’s 13year, $325 million deal, but neither
has received offers that measured

up to their expectations.
It was rumored that Harper has
been offered two contracts valued
at the $300 million point, but he
has continued to meet teams. The
initial contract he was offered was
by the Nationals at the end of last
season, but he turned that deal
down with his mind set on leaving
Washington for good.
The other offer was from the
Phillies. Many believed he would
take this deal, but it went on the
back burner again and very little
has been said about it since.
Machado has not received these
offers yet, although it has been rumored that some deals have been
presented to him. Some believed
that the Chicago White Sox offered
him a seven-year, $170 million
deal, which undercuts his expectations greatly. There was another rumored offer made by the Yankees,
which was a seven-year, $220 million deal.
Both players are sticking with
wanting $300 million long-term
deals, but teams are not budging.
It is speculated that either player
could take one-year deals and hit
free agency again in 2020, in hopes
they will receive their contracts by
then.
It is hard to determine where
they may end up because in the
past week, there has been very little
news about the two players. Some
believe that both are waiting for
one team to break the bank on both
of them and spend nearly $700 million to bring in both players.
The list does not just end with
Harper and Machado, as other
players including Kimbrel, Dallas
Keuchel and Mike Moustakas are
still without a team just days before
they have to report to spring training. With late offseason signings
seeming to become a recurring
trend in the MLB, it would not be
surprising if players were to strike
against team owners.
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What Durant can learn from New York sports legend Messier
BY SEAN MCCARTHY-COYLE

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The New York Rangers held their
25th anniversary celebration for
their legendary 1993-1994 championship team. When the 1993 season started, the Rangers were an
organization and fan base that was
experiencing a 54-year Stanley Cup
drought stretching back to 1940.
When analyzing how this team
was built, it’s clear that it was based
around a few things. Among them
was young talent in goaltender
Mike Richter, drafted in 1985 by
the Rangers, as well as defenseman
Brian Leetch, selected ninth overall
by the team in the 1986 draft.
However, the biggest acquisition was Mark Messier, when he
was traded to the Rangers from the
Edmonton Oilers in 1991. Before
this, Messier was a five-time Stanley Cup champion in Edmonton
and a league MVP, as he was a key
player along with Wayne Gretzky.
Even when Gretzky was traded to
the Los Angeles Kings, two years
later, Messier captained the last of
those championship teams.
When Messier was traded to
the Rangers, the organization began to turn things around and
sure enough the team won the
Cup in 1994. He played alongside
his friends Adam Graves, Jeff Beukeboom and Kevin Lowe, among
many others from the Edmonton
dynasty, along with the young talent in Leetch and Richter and together won a championship in
New York City with the Rangers.
His leadership as captain led the
team to the promised land, which
fans were waiting for excruciatingly. He was nicknamed “The Messiah” and even today, has a status
that is “god-like” in this town.

There’s another team that plays
in Madison Square Garden in the
midst of a drought itself — the New
York Knicks. The Knicks have been
the center of talks about signing
impending free agent Kevin Durant, who is more similar to Messier than one would expect.
Like Messier is with Edmonton, he’s part of a dynasty with the
Golden State Warriors. But there is
a massive appeal to him going to
the Knicks.
It’s been 46 years since they won
the championship in 1973 and the
fan base is starving. He’ll be the face
of the franchise and will rejuvenate
fans to believe in what should be
impossible, winning it all. Durant
will get to play with whomever he
wants, similar to Messier reuniting
with his Oilers teammates with the
Rangers.
He’ll get to play with young talent like Kevin Knox — ironically
selected ninth overall like Leetch
— and potentially Zion Williamson
and another star free agent.
Even though some Knicks fans
might disagree, the Kristaps Porzingis trade with the Dallas Mavericks is another positive step toward
achieving success in the future
and helps to recruit Durant. In the
trade, the Knicks acquired Dennis
Smith Jr., who has the potential to
be something they haven’t had in
nearly 20 years: a dynamic point
guard who can score and move the
ball around.
It also helps that he has been
praised by LeBron James, whose
opinion instantly carries significant
weight around the entire league.
They also acquired DeAndre Jordan, a former defensive player of
the year, who is still a productive
starting player on both sides of the
ball. Jordan will help tutor young
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Warriors superstar Kevin Durant can learn from Mark Messier, a hockey legend who led the Rangers out of a 54-year drought.
players like Mitchell Robinson, and
his friendship with Durant will definitely be an asset. This trade alone
shows how the Durant situation is
similar to Messier coming to the
Rangers, in that the team is rising
with both young talent and players
whom Durant knows well on and
off the court.

There will be some bumps in
the road, of course; Messier didn’t
win until his third season with the
Rangers, and the media and fanbase gave him a short leash. It was
Messier’s ability to outperform the
media’s expectations in 1994 and
demonstrate his leadership on
and off the ice that made him the

legend he is today. Durant has the
ability to do the same thing in New
York. Durant can play with young
talent, play with his closest friends
and be able to win in New York.
If Durant wins a championship
here, he will be to the Knicks what
Messier was and still is to the Rangers and their fan base: a hero.

MLB may have changed rules too much
BY EVAN LEWIS

SENIOR STAFF WRITER
With an increased desire to
speed up the pace of play, the MLB
is currently considering a plethora
of rules that would greatly impact
the way the game is played.
Among the proposed changes,
there are two that seem to be generating discussion among fans.
One of the two stand-out rules
is that pitchers would be required
to face a minimum of three batters
before exiting the game.
The logic behind this change
would be to prevent the oft-implemented strategy of bringing in one
reliever to face one specific batter
before lifting him from the game,
therefore cutting out two separate commercial breaks — one as
he enters the game and one as he
leaves it — for that one at-bat. On
paper, the proposal seems to make
sense but this would change the
entire landscape of the league.
The argument against this rule
change is that it would eliminate
jobs. Brad Boxberger, for example,
is a reliever who thrives against
right-handed hitters and struggles
against lefties. His career up until
this point has been defined by his
ability to get righties out. Implementing this rule would essentially put him and countless other
specialists out of a job.
Another argument against it is
that teams should not be restricted as to how they implement the
players on their roster. Approaches
to free agency would have looked
vastly different if this rule had been
in place earlier.
For example, the Yankees may
not have bulked up on relievers
and instead focused their finances
elsewhere. The Red Sox, meanwhile, did little to improve their already lackluster bullpen and may
now be rewarded for inaction.

The other proposed and debated rule is one that has been
vehemently debated for decades.
In fact, it may be one of the most
divisive topics in all of sports: the
designated hitter rule.
Since 1973, fans have argued
over the designated hitter. Some
believe that pitchers should have
to bat like Babe Ruth did, while
others believe it basically amounts
to a free out for the opposing team.
Critics of the DH also believe
that it eliminates all of the managerial strategy involved in pinch
hitting late in games and bullpen
shuffling to accommodate the
pitcher’s spot in the order. Proponents of the DH say that it lengthens careers and helps protect the
health of pitchers.
Decades ago, the MLB decided
to compromise by giving the American League a DH, while the National League still has pitchers bat.
This worked out well for awhile,
but the increased frequency of interleague play and the World Series has complicated things.
The teams abide by whichever
league the home team is a part of,
but this always puts the AL team at
a disadvantage whenever it has to
play in an NL park.
Not only do the team's inexperienced pitchers need to bat and
risk injury, but its DHs have to either play the field or not play at all.
This inevitably hurts teams whose
best hitters are their DHs and cuts
down the length of many careers,
such as those of David Ortiz, Edgar
Martinez and Barry Bonds.
The NL teams get to have their
pitchers, who are more experienced in the batter’s box, hit when
they are at home and get an extra
hitter from their bench in the DH
spot when they play at an AL park.
This clearly gives the upper
hand to the NL team during any
scenario where the two leagues

have to play each other and can
have serious ramifications on the
World Series as a whole. This is
perhaps why the league is now
considering adopting a universal
DH for both leagues. Much like the
aforementioned rule proposal, this
move would not be without controversy. Many would argue that
the difference between the leagues
makes things even more interesting when they play each other.
It’s also one of the many quirks
of baseball. The NBA and NHL
don’t have different rules for the
Western and Eastern conferences.
The same goes for the AFC and
NFC in the NFL.
Depending on where you
stand, the differences between the
AL and NL can be seen as a delightful perk of loving baseball or
an outdated drawback that needs
to be addressed immediately.
Other rule changes that have
been brought up are a 20-second
pitch clock, the expansion of the
roster to 26 men with a maximum
of 12 pitchers, draft advantages for
winning teams and penalties for
losing teams and several more.
The philosophy behind the
roster expansion rule and pitch
clock is similar to the three-batter
minimum: speeding up the game.
This appears to be the league’s biggest concern right now, along with
tanking, which is reflected in the
new draft proposals.
These potential changes have
been met with plenty of praise and
pushback from players, managers,
owners, analysts and fans. As of
right now, nothing appears imminent, but all of that could change
soon as the MLB and the Players’
Association continue to deliberate.
Baseball aficionados will want
to keep up with this story as it continues to unfold because it could
very well end up changing aspects
of America’s favorite pastime.
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The first week of Alliance action proved the league isn't an ordinary spring league.

AAF primed for success
BY RAY MAURER

SENIOR STAFF WRITER
The Alliance of American Football could be the first professional
football league that coexists with
the NFL. This is due to the AAF not
wanting to compete with the NFL
but instead be a complement to it.
Previously, the United States
Football League and the planned
XFL had short stints in the United
States before failing. Both leagues
tried to compete with the NFL,
even signing some of their biggest
stars including Herschel Walker.
But the AAF is different. Bill Polian,
co-founder of AAF, has claimed that
the goal of the league is to be a developmental league for the NFL, just
as other professional sports have,
such as the G League in the NBA and
Minor Leagues for the MLB. This is a
tactic that might just work.
The AAF gives opportunities to
many players who have been let go
by NFL teams or went undrafted
out of college. Each player is on a
three-year, $250,000 contract with
performance and fan-based incentives to increase their earnings. The
most important part of this league
is the understanding by executives
and coaches that these players are
here to get better and leave to the
NFL. The lack of interest in retaining

players to build their own brand is
why this league will be around for a
long time.
As for the players, the AAF is
a golden opportunity for them to
showcase their skills. Some players
are journeymen on practice squads,
and some don’t pop off the screen
on combine drills, but game action is
critical. Like NCAA football, the AAF
gives players a chance to show what
they can do in games on a big stage.
This gives players more of an appeal
than just what they are asked to do
on a practice squad.
The level of competition is also
very high. Of course, the talent level
will never match the NFL, but it is a
developmental league. The players
in this league are here for a reason:
to make it to the NFL.
They are hungry, motivated
and not entitled. This increases the
gameplay despite the talent dropoff. Seeing players giving it everything they have every play is exactly
what a great league is, and the AAF
designed its league and contracts to
make sure the level of competition is
always top-notch.
Players may come and go, but the
AAF is here to stay. The only advice
that can be given is to keep an eye on
some of these players as they have
the potential to make big gains in
their careers.
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DOUBLE TAKE

SUDOKU SOLUTION:

ISSUE 2

ADVICE FOR STUDENTS BY STUDENTS
DEAR DOUBLE TAKE:
How do I get an internship if I don’t have much on my resume?

M

olding yourself into the well-rounded person you want to see reflected in your resume is far more beneficial than any embellishing you could possibly do. Despite my convictions on the matter,
I know I can’t just leave you with “do more” so I asked Heather Shah, an
employee at Baruch’s STARR career center, to weigh in as well.
“Add a supplement section that is relative to [the employer] and add
character through an interest column. Also, try strategically bolding information to make the important facts on your resume standout,” she said. Believe it or not, resumes that are well put together are not as common as you
might think. A strategic resume will get you in the door and your experience
will carry you through the interview. You got this! Good luck!

E. DAAR

W

hile I do think that who, you know is more important than
what you know, having expertise or heavy knowledge on a
particular subject will allow you to take full advantage of your
interaction with a contact that can lead to an internship. Personally, all
of the experience I’ve gained in the past years has been the result of a
chance connection that led to an interesting internship. I recommend
you ask yourself how you can provide value to an organization or company, then attend as many networking sessions or employer events as
possible to reflect your value onto possible recruiters. Consider what
you’re good at and what you enjoy, then figure out how to show the
world that you’re good at it. Maybe start a project of your own! Develop
your online presence and personal brand as much as possible so you’re
not scrambling when an opportunity does come your way.

JULIAN TINEO

Submit a question to the Double Take team via Google Form on The Ticker's Facebook page, or email doubletake@
theticker.org.
Disclaimer: It is up to The Ticker's discretion whether or not to publish certain questions. Additionally, the use
of this column is strictly informational. The Ticker is not trying to replace to any legal, medical, or professional
consultation, and we do not claim to be so. If you are having serious concerns at school or in life, we recommend you
reach out to the Baruch Counseling Center at 646-312-2155.
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Career Spotlight
Save the Date

Internship Update

Finance 101
Feb. 19, 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in NVC 2-190
Learn about careers in investment banking,
corporate finance,commercial banking, portfolio
management and more.

Madison Square Park Conservancy

Small Talk: It’s a Big Deal
Feb. 20, 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. in NVC 2-190
This workshop helps improve your communication
skills and learn to make small talk in professional
and social settings.
How to Work a Room
Feb. 20, 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in NVC 2-190
This workshop will take you through the ins and
outs of attending a networking event.

SCDC Tip of the Week
Check out the SCDC Tip of the Week from the
Starr Career Development Center
“Log into Starr Search and practice what it might
feel like to interview online using the Mock Interview
Module. Troubleshoot camera placement, observe the
background, notice your body language, and be mindful
of your professional demeanor. Additionally,make sure
your interview space communicates professionalism by
eliminating clutter or inappropriate posters.”
– Sandra Kupprat, Arts & Sciences Coordinator

baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center

Horticulture Communications Intern
Madison Square Park Conservancy is the nonprofit organization whose mission is to protect,
nurture and enhance Madison
Square Park, a dynamic sevenacre public green space, creating
an environment that fosters moments of inspiration. The Conservancy is committed to engaging
the community through its beautiful gardens, inviting amenities,
and world-class programming.
Mad. Sq. Hort, the horticulture program of Madison Square
Park Conservancy, iscommitted
to creating a world class public
garden featuring sustainable ur-

ban horticulture, the preservation of Madison Square Park’s
tree canopy and the curation offive botanical collections of Daffodils, Redbuds, Hydrangeas, Camellias, and Witch Hazels.
Reporting to the Conservancy’s Director of Horticulture, the
Horticulture Communications
Intern is a great opportunity for
individuals who desire hands
onexperience in public horticulture management, recordkeeping, and program development.
Sample Responsibilities include:
Monitor and foster community
on MSPC social media chan-

nels including Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram, draft Social
Media posts for MSPC events
and programs related to Mad
Sq. Hort, assist in updating and
drafting posts on wordpressbased website, collaborate on
in-Park signage and all printed
collateral, photograph horticultural displays and more. This is
a paid internship opportunity. 8
hours a week, flexible hours possible, Monday-Wednesday TBD.
Occasional early mornings, late
nights, and weekends.

ing team. Preschool of the Arts
Gramercy is an infant and toddler
center devoted to respectful care
and the magic of early learning,
inspired by the Reggio Emilia
and RIE approaches. We are hiring floater teachers for our afternoon program. You will be part
of a highly professional teaching
team, beautiful environment and
a wonderful community. This is a
great first job for someone looking
for positive teaching role models.
Qualifications: Applicants must
haveexperience in teaching and

or working with children. Please
submit your resume and cover
letter for considerations on Starr
Search. For more information,
visit us at https://www.nycpreschool.org/

Starr Search ID: 122286

Preschool of the Arts
Floater Teacher
Are you passionate about early
childhood education? Do you feel
strongly that the formative years
are a critical time to stimulate curiosity, encourage independent
thinking and nurture emotional
intelligence? Are you always looking for innovative ways to implement the curriculum in your
classroom? Then a career at Preschool Of The Arts may be for you.
We welcome applications from
credentialed, experienced, caring and passionate individuals who wish to join our grow-

Starr Search ID: 122525

